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Purpose and Goals

1. To define and identify the major cults and their members. 
2. To show the history and development of the major cults.

3. To grasp a better understanding of how the devil, that is, the deceiver operates.

4. To contrast the cults’ doctrinal errors with Historical Evangelical Christianity.

5. To better understand the cults so that we may reach them with the true gospel.

6. To solidify our confidence in the gospel by grace through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and in the essential doctrines of Historical Evangelical Christianity.

What Is a Cult?

     The term “cult” comes from the French culte and the Latin Cultus, cultivation; the word can be traced back indirectly to acorn; the term agriculture is Latin, agri cultura, “tilling the field” -- to cultivate; “cultivating the favor of the gods”.

     Webster’s Dictionary defines a “cult” in the broadest sense as: “a system of religious worship or ritual. This is defined without regard to any particular deity. For our purposes, this is too broad.

From a Christian perspective, a cult may be defined as:

“a separate religious group generally claiming compatibility with Christianity but whose doctrines contradict those of historic Christianity and whose practices and ethical standards violate those of biblical Christianity”.

Dr. Gordon Lewis of Denver Seminary defines a cult as:

“a religious group claiming to be based on Christ and the Bible, but whose characteristic teachings contradict the essentials of Christian teachings, whose standard of life contradicts the essentials of Christian ethics and whose standard of leadership contradicts the standards of Christian ministerial standards”.

Alan W. Gomes, in “Unmasking the Cults” defines:

“A cult of Christianity is a group of people who claim to be Christian, yet embrace a particular doctrinal system taught by an individual leader, a group of leaders, or an organization, which denies one or more of the central doctrines of the Christian faith as taught in the sixty-six books of the Bible”

Conclusion: cults are “spiritual counterfeits” or “heretical groups”. For Christians “cult” implies that which is “destructive to people’s spiritual welfare”. We do not want to refer to them as “alternate faiths” or “new religious groups” for this tends to imply that all religions have equal validity. “These groups cannot, in all frankness, be seen as something neutral, biblical, divine or benign… their agenda is often anti-moral, anti-social, and anti-Christian”.

Why Examine the Cults?

1. They are Numerous: There are about 5000 cult groups worldwide containing an estimated 150 million people and growing. Their influence goes beyond just their membership.

2. They are Deceptive: Most if not all of the cults claim to be Christian, or at the very least accepting of all religions, including Christianity. Their outward public appearance is positive. Happy, smiling, well-dress people, with good morals and a good standing in the community. Some even give large sums of money to charity groups (i.e.: MS) to boost their public image. The front they present is a false front, like a fake movie set. What they claim to be is not what they are in reality. They have a thin veneer of legitimacy. The cults are similar to the Pharisees who Jesus compared to:

“Whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside, but on the inside are full of dead men’s bones and everything unclean. In the same way on the outside, you appear to people as righteous but on the inside, you are full of hypocrisy and wickedness” (Mt.23:27).

     We should not be surprised at this, for Satan Himself parades around as an “angel of light”. And his false teachers are called, “wolves in sheep’s clothing”. In the end times Satan’s deception will be so strong so as to “deceive even the elect – if that were possible” (Mt. 24:24).

     Even today many Christians are misled by their façade. Christians however, are commanded to “examine everything carefully;” (I Th. 5:21). We are told to stay on the alert and not be deceived: 

“And Jesus answered and said to them, "See to it that no one misleads you. "For many will come in My name, saying, "I am the Christ,' and will mislead many” (Mt. 24:4).

"What I say to you I say to all, "Be on the alert!'" (Mark 13:37).
“Be on the alert, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong. Let all that you do be done in love” (1 Cor 16:13-14).

“With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints” (Eph 6:18).
“let us not sleep as others do, but let us be alert and sober. For those who sleep do their sleeping at night, and those who get drunk get drunk at night. But since we are of the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet, the hope of salvation” 1 Th. 5:6-8).

Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. But resist him, firm in your faith” (1 Peter 5:8-9). 

"Blessed are those slaves whom the master will find on the alert when he comes; truly I say to you, that he will gird himself to serve, and have them recline at the table, and will come up and wait on them” (Luke 12:37).

3. They Distort the True Gospel: The cult’s grievous distortions of the gospel call for an answer. We are called upon to defend the faith:

“Sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence” (I Peter 3:15-16).

Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our common salvation, I felt the necessity to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all handed down to the saints.” (Jude 3).

“I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom: preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction” (2 Tim. 4:1-2).

4. They Need Salvation: Christians are responsible to evangelize deceived people in the cults.

“My brethren, if any among you strays from the truth and one turns him back, let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins” (James 5:19-20).

“Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude of thanksgiving; praying at the same time for us as well, that God will open up to us a door for the word, so that we may speak forth the mystery of Christ, for which I have also been imprisoned; that I may make it clear in the way I ought to speak. Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders, making the most of the opportunity. Let your speech always be with grace, as though seasoned with salt, so that you will know how you should respond to each person” (Col 4:2-6).
5. They are Harmful: especially spiritually. Aside from causing spiritual illness, a significant number of the youth who join cults have psychological problems as a result. Some studies purport that about one-third to one-half of those involved in destructive cults suffer some psychological harm.

6. They are Leaches on the Church: A sizable proportion of those involved in cults come from some type of evangelical church background: 25% come from evangelical or fundamental churches and over 40% come from the large, more liberal Protestant denominations, and a smaller percentage come from Catholic backgrounds. Dr. Van Baalen says that: “the cults are the unpaid bills of the church” (Chaos of Cults, p. 14). They are churchgoers whom the Church fails to bring to maturity.

     The reason cults are successful in attracting converts especially “Christians” is due to widespread Biblical and theological illiteracy in the churches. “It can be traced to people’s lack of knowledge in Biblical doctrines and apologetics. No one can defend themselves against spiritual error if they don’t know what the truth is”.

“My people are destroyed for a lack of knowledge of God” (Hosea 4:6)

What the Scriptures Say about the Cults
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God Warns Us That False Teachers And Their False Teachings Were Coming:
“For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires, and will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths” (2 Timothy 4:1-2).

“In the last time there will be mockers, following after their own ungodly lusts. These are the ones who cause divisions, worldly-minded, devoid of the Spirit” (Jude 18-19).
“But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons, by means of the hypocrisy of liars seared in their own conscience as with a branding iron, men who forbid marriage and advocate abstaining from foods which God has created to be gratefully shared in by those who believe and know the truth” (1 Timothy 4:1-3).
The Cults are Not a Surprise to God!

The Characteristics of False Teachers

For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. Therefore, it is not surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness, whose end will be according to their deeds” (2 Corinthians 11:13-15).

They count it a pleasure to revel in the daytime. They are stains and blemishes, reveling in their deceptions, as they carouse with you, having eyes full of adultery that never cease from sin, enticing unstable souls, having a heart trained in greed, accursed children; forsaking the right way, they have gone astray, having followed the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness; but he received a rebuke for his own transgression, for a mute donkey, speaking with a voice of a man, restrained the madness of the prophet. These are springs without water and mists driven by a storm, for whom the black darkness has been reserved” (2 Peter 2:13-17).

These are the men who are hidden reefs in your love feasts when they feast with you without fear, caring for themselves; clouds without water, carried along by winds; autumn trees without fruit, doubly dead, uprooted; wild waves of the sea, casting up their own shame like foam; wandering stars, for whom the black darkness has been reserved forever” (Jude 12-13).

Prophecies Concerning False Teachers’ Demise

"Not everyone who says to Me, "Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter. "Many will say to Me on that day, "Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?' "And then I will declare to them, "I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.' (Matt 7:21-23).
“…dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power” (2 Th. 1:8-9).

“But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to what we have preached to you, he is to be accursed! As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to what you received, he is to be accursed!” (Gal 1:8-9).

“For many walk, of whom I often told you, and now tell you even weeping, that they are enemies of the cross of Christ, whose end is destruction, whose god is their appetite, and whose glory is in their shame, who set their minds on earthly things” (Phil. 3:18-19).

Warnings to Christians Concerning

How to Avoid Falling into False Doctrine

“Now these (Bereans) were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, for they received the word with great eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see whether these things were so” (Acts 17:11).

“Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; and from among your own selves men will arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them. "Therefore, be on the alert” (Acts 20:28-31).

“See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ” (Col. 2:8).
“But as for you, speak the things which are fitting for sound doctrine” (Titus 2:1).

Pay close attention to yourself and to your teaching; persevere in these things, for as you do this you will ensure salvation both for yourself and for those who hear you” (1 Timothy 4:16).

“As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming” (Eph 4:14).

“I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom: preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction” (2 Tim. 4:1-2).

What the Cults Think About Evangelical Christianity

Historical Evangelical Christianity is: to ridged; self-defeating; dualistic; spiritually regressive; grasshopper consciousness; the enemy; possesses dead dogma; has an outrageous theology, false beliefs, a closed theology; is Satanic, pagan, evil, and under the judgment of God.

What the Jehovah’s Witness Think of Christendom:

· Is Satan’s’ instrument

· A religion of demonism
· Liars
· Immoral

· Wicked

· Babylon the Great

· Hateful to God and His people (JW)

· Inferior

· The way of death

· The antichrist
Don’t be fooled! Their theology is just as ridged and closed as Christian beliefs.
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